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Are You Old Enough to Remember “Schwienschlachte”?
By Fern Bartel

Upcoming Events:

Cold weather brings thoughts of
“Schwienschlachte” (hog butchering). This
was an event Mennonite farm families very
much looked forward to: A time of hard
work and also much visiting.

Museum Hours
See pg 4 for our
Fall & Winter hours

Knives were sharpened, crocks and utensils
scrubbed. A fire was set under the
museum photo
“Miagrope” in the “bute Kjaakj” (an outdoor kitchen). The Miagrope was a large
iron cauldron; with a jacket around it that had a small door through which fire
wood could be pushed. The cauldron was bricked into the corner of an outdoor
kitchen, the small building out back of the house.
My own memories of this event are very faded. I was maybe five or six years old
the last time my Schmidt family butchered hogs. My parents, younger sister and
I lived on the same “Hoff” (yard) as my grandparents. My father’s sisters, their
spouses and numerous cousins descended on our farm. Each family brought
dishpans, scrapers, steel butchering knives, meat saws, and pails.
The lean hogs of today don’t resemble at all the large fat pigs of yesteryear.
Their increasing weight was looked on as a wonderful thing. These hogs lived a
good life and had only one “really bad day.” The men would kill the hogs and
hang them up to cool. Tubs of innards were brought into the kitchen of the main
house. The women were skilled at cleaning out the smelly remnants from the
guts. Cleaned casings were turned inside out and made ready to be stuffed with
ground pork for sausage.
Slabs of trimmed fat were rendered into lard; strong arms were required to use
the “Rea Schpadle” or stirring paddle. Headcheese, liverwurst, cracklings and
“Rebshpaa” (spare ribs) were put into crocks with warm lard poured over them.
When the lard cooled it kept these “goodies” airtight and fresh. Lard would also
be used in all cooking and any baked goods. Just about every part of the hog was
used except for the squeal!

Low German phrase –
“Aules haft een Enj, blooss dee Worscht haft twee.
All things come to an end, only a sausage has two ends.
Mennonite Heritage and Agricultural Museum Board Members:
Steve Banman, President; John Janzen, Vice President; Anna Beth Birky, Secretary;
Aileen Esau*, Treasurer; Fern Bartel*, Museum Director; Howard Birky, Anne
Harvey, Michael Jost, Matthew Voth, Nelson Voth, Connie Wiens, and James Wiens.
*Non-voting members

Old-Fashioned Hymn Sing
Sunday, November 4, 3 pm
1906 Prep School
Arlin Buller--song leader,
Faspa
See pg 3 for information

Alexanderwohl Mennonite
Church Midweek Pizza Night
Fundraiser
November 7
Get “Red”ey for Christmas
Museum Store Open House
Saturday, November 17
10 am – 4 pm
See pg 4 for information
Christmas Shopping Hours
in the Museum Store
Tuesdays - Saturdays
12-4 pm until December 15
Giving Tuesday
November 27, 4-7 pm,
Goessel City Building
Second Monday Family
History & Genealogy Group
7 pm, Goessel City Building
November – Ladene Herrick
December –
Sharing Christmas memories
January – No meeting
Museum Annual Meeting
January 20, 2019, 2:30 pm
Goessel Mennonite Church
Speaker to be announced,
Faspa

Ditt unt Daut (this and that) from Fern Bartel, Museum Director
Some wonderful guests have stopped by the museum
this season!

students; at least one was from Pennsylvania. His
passion on road trips back home was checking out
“roadside attractions.” For two years his goal was to
see the Wheat Bell. What could I do, but open up the
Wheat Palace for a viewing? They were not
disappointed and took photos.

In September, 30 to 35 guests from Cowley County
Community College in Arkansas City arrived in a large
bus. This was a diverse group of folks over age 50, out
enjoying life with different experiences. Thank you to
Brian Stucky, Donavon Schmidt, and Anna Beth Birky
who gave tours to this group.
In October, a group of about 30 Goessel High School
graduates, Class of ’67, enjoyed looking at family
artifacts. The visit was part of celebrating each of them
turning 70 this year.
While locking up the buildings one day, a pickup pulled
up with three young men. They were McPherson College

So staying on this topic of Roadside Attractions — I
listen to NPR on KMUW, including the program “1A,”
which recently requested submissions to “America’s
Love Affair With Roadside Attractions.” Of course, I
emailed them photos of our Wheat Bell. Here is the
link https://the1a.org/shows/2018-09-25/americaslove-affair-with-roadside-attractions. The Wheat Bell
is the only attraction from Kansas.

Volunteer opportunity – The museum is searching for an individual or group to make peppernuts to be sold in the
Museum Store. Call the Museum Director during open hours with questions or to volunteer.

Recent Events:
Country Threshing Days: Entertainment on Friday evening was Greg Peterson
(left) of Peterson Farm Brothers, who produce entertaining agricultural
YouTube videos.
Nelson Voth, Aileen Esau, and David Esau fried verenika
for the Low German meal. (far right)
Cindy Wiens (right) won the Schroeder Barn painting that
was raffled to raise money for restoration of the barn. Thank
you to all who participated! John Wall of Red Truck Painting
plans to start restoration in November.
Volunteers spruced up the museum this fall. These boys (right), and others, worked
during the Tabor Mennonite Church’s Community Service Day.
Students from Bethel College gave new life to museum park benches, swept paint
chips off the Prep School ceiling, and completed necessary dirt work.
Museum hosts meeting, The Marion County Historical Society enjoyed a sandwich
bar catered by Keith’s Foods and held a meeting in the 1906 Prep School. This group
was formed to promote tourism within our county. Brian Stucky served as docent for tours of the museum prior
to the meal.
Fall Museum Heritage Lecture, Over 60 individuals attended the Museum
Heritage Lecture with Peggy Goertzen, Director and Archivist, Center for
Mennonite Brethren Studies at Tabor College, who spoke about Dr. Peter
Richert, a major innovator in Goessel history. Richert’s granddaughter,
Laverna Richert, was in attendance.
Dr. Peter Richert, 1899 (far left), Herb and Laverna Richert with Gaylord
and Peggy Goertzen. (left)
Give the gift of experience - Purchase a 2019 Museum Membership for that special person on your list!
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Giving Tuesday — Worldwide, the Tuesday after Thanksgiving has been designated “Giving Tuesday,” a day to
kick off the season of holiday and year-end giving. The Goessel Community Foundation, Bethesda Home, and the
Mennonite Heritage and Agricultural Museum invite the Goessel community to celebrate and support your local
charities at the Goessel City Community Room from 4 to 7 pm on Tuesday, November 28. Enjoy some cider and
cookies and visit with representatives of these organizations who are excited to share their work and vision.
Donations would be sincerely appreciated.

Mennonites and Music
For many, Mennonites and four-part harmony go
together like bread and butter. This tradition, however,
is not all that old. According to “Those Famous
Mennonite Harmonies,”* when Mennonites in Prussia
moved to Russia in the 1700s, they carried with them
the tunes of Lutheran hymns, adding their own text.
The hymns were sung a cappella in unison for
generations, until some could no longer tolerate the
slow repetitive lines the melodies had evolved into.
Heinrich Franz (1812-1889), a Russian Mennonite,
was determined to improve the quality of singing and
produced a Choralbuch in 1860. Franz’s Choralbuch
was brought along with Russian and Prussian
Mennonites when they immigrated to North America in

the 1870s. In North America, the more liberal “General
Conference” Mennonites witnessed the practices of their
neighboring Protestant churches and incorporated
musical instruments into their worship services alongside
a renewed interest in harmonious choir-singing.
The Museum will host an old-fashioned hymn sing, with
piano accompaniment, on Sunday afternoon, November 4,
at 3 pm in the 1906 Prep School on the museum grounds.
If you enjoy lifting your voice in song, please join us.
There’ll also be time for fellowship and food with a faspa
following the hymn sing.
*“Those Famous Mennonite Harmonies - Crossroads
Magazine - Eastern Mennonite University.” Crossroads
Magazine, emu.edu/now/crossroads/2011/02/24/thosefamous-mennonite-harmonies/.

Photos Needed - Have you been enjoying the early photos of Bethesda Hospital & Home on the museum’s
Facebook page? We are missing photos of former Bethesda doctors, staff, old structures which were part of the
hospital, interior photos of any of the hospital buildings, etc. We would also like photos of holiday celebrations and
of early Goessel area businesses! If you have photos which we could scan or which you’d like to donate, please bring
or email them (scanned at high resolution) to the museum. Thank you!

Become a Museum Member!
It’s easy to become a member. Choose a membership level below, fill out the form, and return it with your check
payable to MHAM to: Mennonite Heritage & Agricultural Museum, P.O. Box 231, Goessel, KS 67053.
Individual $15

Couple $30

Family $40 (Includes children and grandchildren age 18 and younger)

Annual memberships run from Jan. 1 - Dec. 31.
Benefits of annual membership
• Unlimited free visits to the museum
• 10% discount on museum store purchases
• One guest pass (two guest passes for couple
and family memberships. Not valid for
Country Threshing Days)

Life memberships $500 / person
• Membership fee is added to museum endowment fund
• Unlimited free visits to museum
• 15% discount on museum store purchases
• Five guest passes per year (Not valid for Country
Threshing Days)
• No annual membership renewal

I would like an annual membership _____ Individual $15

_____ Couple $30

_____ Family $40

I would like a life membership _____ $500 / person

Telephone: ___________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City / State / Zip: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please send future newsletters to my email address: _______________________________________________________________________
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Mennonite Heritage and Agricultural Museum
200 N Poplar
P.O. Box 231
Goessel, KS 67053
(620) 367- 8200
mhmuseum@mtelco.net
www.goesselmuseum.com

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Museum Hours:
March, April, October,
& November:
Tues - Sat: 12 pm - 4 pm
Closed Sundays & Mondays
Open by appointment only
in January & February
May - September:
Tues - Sat: 10 am - 5 pm

.

The Heritage

Written by:
Fern Bartel, Director
Editorial Staff:
Museum Board Members
Mayleen Vinson

As 2018 comes to a close,
we gratefully acknowledge
the gifts of each
museum volunteer
and
financial contributor.
Thank you for your generosity!
Frohe Weihnachten
und ein glückliches neues Jahr!
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

November 2018
Dear Friend of the Museum,
If you've questioned if the Mennonite Heritage and Agricultural Museum is
still relevant after forty-four years, spend a little time with those who walk in
the front door.
Fern Bartel, Museum Director, enthusiastically tells about a woman who grew
up in the Goessel community but now lives in California. She came to visit the
museum and Goessel area in July, along with her seven teenage grandchildren
gathered from around the country. It was very important to her that they see, in
person, the spots where their grandma and great-grandparents grew up and to tell
them stories of her youth. A few weeks later, a father from Sacramento, CA, was
traveling with his sister and two nieces to visit his son at Tabor College. Seeing the
words “Mennonite Heritage” on road signs, they decided to take a detour and stop
at the museum because they wanted to know “What is a Mennonite anyway?" To
give them an introduction, Fern played a DVD that explains the Mennonite faith
and answered questions afterwards.
Our museum and—believe it or not—its location in Goessel provide a great
outreach to many people who know nothing about Mennonites. Concurrently, it’s
also a tool for those who may have roots in the area to reconnect with past
generations. For the community, it offers the life-giving gifts of memory and the
economic benefits of traveler dollars.
Your support keeps the museum alive and active! Monetary contributions to the
General Operating Fund keep our doors open by paying monthly utility bills and two
_______________________________________________________________ _________________

MY 2018 CONTRIBUTION
I would like to support the museum financially.
Enclosed is my gift of _____$50 _____$100 _____$250 _____$500 $______Other
I designate it for: _____General Operating Fund _____Building Maintenance _____Where Most Needed
I plan to give a commodity gift of _____ Grain ______Livestock
_____Other: ________________________________________
Name __________________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________
City____________________________________________________State_________ Zip________________

Please send me future newsletters to my email address:
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Your gift is tax deductible. Please make your check payable to MH&AM.

part-time employees, and allow us to provide educational programming. A growing
concern for our museum board is the rising cost to insure the buildings on campus.
This cost impacts our bottom line more than ever. Repair and maintenance of aging
buildings helps them look their best. In 2018, the roofs of the Immigrant House and
Krause House were replaced, and the much awaited restoration of the Schroeder
Barn is scheduled to begin in November. Gifts designated for the Building
Maintenance Fund will replenish dollars for continued upkeep.
Farmers and landowners have the opportunity to donate livestock or grain
commodities. A commodity gift is a significant benefit to you as well as the museum!
Although not allowable as a charitable contribution, a commodity gift avoids the
inclusion of the sale of the commodity in your farm income, reducing your taxable
income. If you itemize deductions, the expenses of production can also be deducted.
Please consider making a donation to the Mennonite Heritage and Agricultural
Museum at Team Marketing Alliance when you market your grain.
Thank you for your time and support for the museum!
Steve Banman, Board President

